
In an unprecedented turn of fate, we are about to celebrate Israel's 
72nd Independence Day under the Coronavirus crisis lockdown. This 
mirrors the dual nature of our times. On one hand, we see how Israel 
has strengthened and matured as a nation. On the other, we are all 
highly concerned about the impact of the COVID-19 emergency on the 
global economy and on the welfare of disadvantaged Israelis. Our 
efforts to alleviate the hardships of the present, and of those coming in 
the long and complex aftermath, carry utmost importance for the 
future of Israel. 

The “day after” will confront us with a harsh reality, in which we will 
face more social challenges and fewer resources with which to address 
them. Israeli social services organizations have experienced great 
difficulties over the past year and four months in light of the absence of 
a fully functioning government. Their situation has worsened with the 
outbreak of the Coronavirus crisis, but our weaker populations need 
them more than ever.

Together with our partners, Rashi has begun an in-depth process to 
assess the ramifications of the present situation and to create ways to 
deal with the inevitable challenges to come. We will need to accept 
some unfortunate realities that are already taking shape, strengthen  
existing activities, shift some of our focus to answer emerging needs, 
and adopt new approaches designed to be effective under a different 
reality.

As we continue our intense efforts to help the many thousands of at-
risk families and individuals who are buckling under the stresses of the 
crisis, we are touched to see how willing so many are to reach out and 
help as much as they can. We appreciate this even more so considering 
the financial losses many in the philanthropic sector are experiencing, 
and in light of the priority many have set for members of their home 
communities. The resilience of Israeli society is crucial to our ability to 
overcome this crisis. Your partnership, in turn, is an irreplaceable part 
of that resilience. 

We will get through this together!

April 2020

Happy Israel Independence Day,

Michal Cohen
General Director

Dear Friends,

The Rashi Foundation has set in motion a number of 
initiatives to assist and support the Israelis most in need 

during the COVID-19 crisis. Among them are online 
solutions that enable several of our programs to continue 

operations under the civil lockdown, support of 
municipalities in the periphery in their efforts to aid their 
residents, and answering acute nationwide needs such as 

food and hygiene packages.

More than 5.5 million NIS has 
been donated through the 

"Double your Love" campaign 
initiated by Lev Ohev (an NGO 

dedicated to helping children and 
teens at risk). This amount will be 
matched by a group consisting of 
the Rashi Foundation and other 

companies and foundations.

Approximately 1,440 tablets and laptops have been 
provided to families with children that do not even have a 
single computer at home and cannot afford to purchase 
one. This enables the children to keep up with their 
schools’ online learning and to have a recreational outlet 
during down-time, while allowing the parents to remain 
in regular contact with social workers during this time of 
extreme health, financial, and familial distress. 

Recognizing the economic crisis that results from the emergency lockdown, 
the Israeli government has provided a grant of NIS 500 per child to the 

parents of each child in Israel. In order to encourage families who wish to 
donate their grant to needy families, Rashi is a partner in several national 

campaigns and is providing matching funds for each Shekel donated:

Approximately 2,300 families nationwide received 
supermarket vouchers that can be used electronically, 
thus reducing the risk of being in crowded public areas.

550 sets of games and arts and crafts materials for 
children were distributed to families and to children in 
out-of-home settings. 

140 sets of games for preschool children were distributed 
in locales participating in Rashi and JDC-Ashalim's joint 
Infancy Initiative.

Approximately 850 young adults who are doing their 
national service through Rashi affiliates Ofek and Ma'ase, 
are volunteering in municipalities, hospitals, Magen David 
Adom, farms, food and medicine distribution, and other 
sectors in need of extra personnel under present 
conditions.

The City at the Center initiative conducted 
comprehensive mapping of emergency needs in 6 
municipalities in which it operates, in cooperation with 
164 representatives of the local authority, residents 
and civil society organizations. 

Approximately 25,000 preschool children enjoyed a 
variety of enrichment activities through the Early 
Childhood Centers run by the Northern Goals Association 
in 20 Druze and Bedouin locales.

1,500 children and youth-at-risk are receiving 
personalized online guidance and treatment, as part of the 
initiatives run by the Yachdav Association in Israel's 
southern region.

More than 150 new immigrants participated in online 
programs operated by Rashi's affiliate Gvahim Association 
to help them integrate into the job market in Israel. 

250 teenage boys and girls are receiving guidance and 
regularly scheduled online contact with professional staff 
in Tafnit Association's programs for youth-at-risk.

More than 600 blind and visually impaired people are 
receiving remote support through Migdal Or - a multi-
service center dedicated to advancing people with 
blindness or visual impairment towards independent 
functioning and inclusion in the workplace. This includes 
functional training webinars, guidance using assistive 
technology, emotional support, and online social activity.

15,000 middle and high school students are participating 
in a wide variety of online courses delivered by the Cyber 
Education Center.

Approximately 2,000 teens from the periphery receive 
educational, emotional, and material assistance through 
Beit Yatziv's Online Center, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Education and other partners. Beit Yatziv is a 
Rashi affiliate. 

Components for more than 1,000 protective masks for 
medical teams were produced by 3D printers from the 
FabLab at the Carasso Science Park. The printers were 
operated by the park's employees, some of them on 
unpaid leave. The Park, which is a learning center for 
children and teens, is a Rashi project. 

Our joint campaign with the 
Pitchon Lev organization has 

already raised 90% of the target 
amount of NIS 500,000, which is 

intended to provide families in 
need with food vouchers and 

computers. Computers are the 
main connection with the outside 
world today, and many families in 

distress have none.
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